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(57) ABSTRACT 

A hand tool having a flat, planar blade parallel to a surface 
and a variable length handle allows efficient and effective 
grading or leveling of a surface. The device allows for 
effective grading without undue stress on the body of the 
operator. The ergonomic design of the device, as well as the 
functional design, allow for effective and efficient grading of 
surfaces next to and surrounding sensitive structures. 

3 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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ERGONOMIC PLANAR GRADING HAND 
TOOL 

REFERENCE TO PENDING APPLICATION 

This application is a conversion of U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application 60/432,846, filed Dec. 12, 2002 entitled 
"ERGONOMIC PLANAR GRADING HAND TOOL" 

REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

This application is not referenced in any microfiche 
appendix. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention. 

The present invention relates to a tool for grading, or 
smoothing over, surfaces of loose material such as dirt, sand 
or loam. More specifically, the present invention relates to a 
hand tool having a flat, planar blade that allows granular 
material to be evenly spread over an area. The device is 
ergonomically designed to ease its use. Because it is a 
relatively small tool, it is safe to use around objects requiring 
delicate treatment. 

2. Prior Art. 

Landscaping, construction and other arts all require 
adequate methods of grading surfaces. When a large surface 
is to be graded, a bulldozer or backhoe may be used. For 
smaller areas, large equipment is inappropriate. This is 
especially true when working next to a house, building, 
deck, parking lot, driveway or other structures. Using large 
bulky equipment such as a bulldozer may easily result in 
damaging such structures. 

When working close to structures that may not be dam- 
aged, a variety of existing hand tools have been used. 
Shovels and hoes have both been used to attempt to grade or 
level a surface. These devices are generally inefficient 
because they are designed to break up, not smooth over, a 
surface consisting of dirt, sand or the like. In addition, the 
thrusting motion required for use of shovels and hoes can 
inadvertently result in damage to close by structures. A 
shovel must be thrust through the ground and it is relatively 
easy for the blade to accidentally knock against a close by 
structure. Bricks, wood and concrete can easily be chipped 
by this kind of contact. Similarly, the thrusting and dropping 
motion of a hoe may cause similar damage. Such damage to 
structures not only abrogates the aesthetic qualities of a 
structure, but may also damage functional aspects of it. For 
example, it is known in the art to include cooling elements 
within a concrete deck surrounding a pool to avoid people 
from burning their feet. Striking such a deck having an 
external cooling surface can damage and cause extremely 
costly damage to the structure. 

Smaller hand tools, such as a spade, may be used to grade 
surfaces close to sensitive structures such as an internally 
cooled pool deck. However, because these tools are small, 
they generally require the operator to either bend over or 
work on his or her hands and knees. This is an uncomfort- 
able and non-ergonomic position. 

Those skilled in the art of physics will appreciate that 
there are other disadvantages in the use of shovels, hoes, 
pick axes and spades for grading or leveling a surface. 
Significant force is applied to the distal end of such tools. 
This requires the user to apply significant contrary force on 
the handle end of such a tool. Alternatively, a user may use 
one arm and hand to serve as a fulcrum and the other arm 



$8,561 Bl 

2 

and hand to apply force to work the tool in a lever type of 
action. This causes significant strain to the arms, shoulders 
and back of the user. 

It is therefore desirable to provide a hand tool for 
5 adequately grading and leveling surfaces close to relatively 
sensitive structures. 

It is also desirable to provide an adequate grading tool that 
is ergonomic and comfortable for the operator. 

30 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises an ergonomic grading 
tool that may be used to grade dirt, sand, gravel, mud and is 
useful in trenching SB2 gravel prior to laying a foundation. 

15 The tool has a handle that is generally long enough such that 
the working portion of the tool may lay on the ground while 
a person standing up may actuate it. This generally requires 
the handle to be about 4 feet in length. It may have a variety 
of shapes and be comprised of a variety of materials. 

20 The grading portion of the tool is comprised of a flat, 
planar blade that is generally horizontal and parallel to the 
surface to be graded. It also includes a backstop that aids in 
spreading of the material being graded. The handle attaches 
to the grading portion of the tool at the top end of the 

25 backstop. The backstop allows material that is collected as 
the blade moves across a surface to be graded to more evenly 
spread to either side of the motion of the grading. 

The tool may optionally include a means for replacing the 

3Q handle with a different one. In some situations, it may be 
desirable to have a handle only one or two feet long. By 
allowing replacement of the handle, the same tool may be 
used in a variety of situations. 

Because of the novel design of the tool, the grading action 

35 of the tool may be actuated by operating the handle in a 
rowing type of motion. This allows the operator to stand 
upright and actuate the grading action of the tool with 
minimum strain on his arms, back and shoulders. The strain 
placed on the operator with the present tool is negligible 

4Q when compared to the strain of using a shovel, hoe or spade 
for a similar function. The structure of the tool is also better 
suited for grading or leveling than are other existing tools in 
the prior art. Other hand tools currently used for grading 
small areas and grading areas around sensitive structures are 

45 generally designed to break up and dishevel surfaces and 
materials. The tool disclosed herein is specifically designed 
for the opposite purpose. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

50 

FIG. 1 shows a side view of the invention; 

FIG. 2 shows an enlarged perspective view of the tool 
portion of the invention; 

FIG. 3 shows another perspective view of the tool portion 
55 of the present invention; 

FIG. 4 shows an enlarged perspective view of the blade of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 5 shows a side view of the present invention; 
6Q FIG. 6 shows another perspective view of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 7 shows another enlarged view of the tool portion of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 8 shows an alternative design of the present inven- 
65 tion; and 

FIG. 9 shows an alternative design of the present inven- 
tion. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The embodiments discussed herein are merely illustrative 
of specific manners in which to make and use the invention 
and are not to be interpreted as limiting the scope of the 
instant invention. 

While the invention has been described with a certain 
degree of particularity, it is to be noted that many modifi- 
cations may be made in the details of the invention's 
construction and the arrangement of its components without 
departing from the spirit and scope of this disclosure. It is 
understood that the invention is not limited to the embodi- 
ments set forth herein for purposes of exemplification. 

In the present invention, a flat, planar blade is used as a 
grading tool and extends in the same direction as the handle. 
The handle and blade are preferably at a 45° angle. How- 
ever, an angle from 35° to 55° is suitable. The present 
invention also preferably includes a backstop to assist in 
spreading the material that is being graded or leveled. FIGS. 
1 through 7 illustrate the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. Those skilled in the art, however, will 
appreciate that the present invention may be practiced in a 
variety of shapes. 

As shown in FIGS. 1 through 7, hand tool 20 comprises 
a handle 24 and a grader 22. Grader 22 comprises a blade 32 
having a beveled edge 34. Grader 22 also comprises back- 
stop 26. Backstop 26 does not have beveled edges. However, 
beveling the edges of backstop 26 does not abrogate its 
usefulness. Generally, blade 32 and backstop 26 are perpen- 
dicular to each other. This results in handle 24 being at 
approximately a 45° angle to blade 32 and a 135° angle to 
backstop 26. In this particular embodiment, the tool also 
comprises a base plate 30. A handle sleeve 28 is brased or 
welded to base plate 30. The handle rod 36 fits within sleeve 
28. Mounting screws 38 hold handle rod 36 firmly in place 
within sleeve 28. 

In this particular embodiment, mounting screws 38 may 
be removed, thereby allowing handle rod 36 to be removed. 
This allows handle rod 36, which is designed for operating 
the tool in a standing position, to be replaced with a smaller 
handle rod. The actual length of handle rod 36 does not alter 
the functional aspects of the present invention. However, it 
is generally preferred that handle rod 36 extend for at least 
four feet to facilitate easy use while in a standing position. 
Those skilled in the art will appreciate that it is sometimes 
desirable to utilize a tool while in a kneeling or crawling 
position. In such situations, a shorter handle is desirable. 
While it is preferable to have a handle rod 36 that may be 
removed from a sleeve 28 and replaced, those skilled in the 
art will appreciate that it may be simpler in design to have 
a permanent handle that may not be interchanged with other 
handles. In such a situation, sleeve 28 is unnecessary and 
handle rod 36 may be directly attached to base plate 30. 
Alternatively, base plate 30 may also not be used and handle 
rod 36 may be directly attached to backstop 26. 

In this particular embodiment, handle rod 36 is parallel in 
shape, as is sleeve 28. That particular geometry is inconse- 
quential in the actuation of the tool of the present invention. 
The sleeve and handle rod may be cylindrical, parallelepiped 
or have a variety of other shapes. Those skilled in the art will 
appreciate that the shape of the handle sleeve and handle rod 
may vary, so long as handle rod 36 is long enough to 
facilitate proper actuation of the tool. 

Handle rod 36 may be comprised of any of a variety of 
materials, including metals, plastics and wood. Handle rod 
36 may also include rubber, plastic, fibrous or other coatings 
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to aid in gripping of the handle rod by the operator. Foam 
may also be employed as a coating to increase comfort in 
using the tool. Grader 22 may similarly be comprised of a 
variety of materials. Generally metals such as iron, titanium 

5 and steel as well as carbon fiber are preferred due to their 
strength. Softer materials, such as wood, deteriorate rapidly 
when used to grade materials such as gravel. 

Blade 32 is generally trapezoidal in shape. It is generally 
preferred that forward end 33 of blade 32 be flat and not 

10 pointed. A pointed forward end results in more of a plowing 
type action. Flat forward end 33 of blade 32 ensures that a 
grading action is applied to the surface to which the tool 
contacts. It is also preferred that blade sides 35 taper 
outwardly as they move away from front end 33. This allows 

as for proper spreading of the material being graded. 

As described above, it is generally undesirable for blade 
32 to have a triangular shape. The trapezoidal shape is the 
most beneficial design. Blade 32 may have a square shape, 
but this is not preferred as the trapezoidal shape provides for 

20 superior spreading of the material being graded. In addition, 
it is desirable that the edge of the blade 34 be beveled. It is 
also preferred that blade 32 is substantially flat and planar. 
Although blade 32 may be slightly concave up or down, a 
flat design provides superior grading. This feature, along 

25 with other aspects of the invention, facilitate the superior 
spreading, leveling and grading capabilities of the present 
invention. 

Backstop 26 is generally rectangular in shape and is 
perpendicular to blade 32. Although a perpendicular angle of 

30 backstop 26 to blade 32 is preferred, a slightly acute or 
obtuse angle is also suitable. The perpendicular angle of 
backstop 26 generally provides superior performance and 
ease in manufacture. However, changing the perpendicular 
angle does not prevent practice of the present invention. 

35 Backstop 26 is preferably rectangular in shape. Although 
it may be trapezoidal also, the rectangular shape generally 
provides superior spreading and leveling of the surface 
being graded. In the preferred embodiment, backstop 26 is 
not beveled. However, those skilled in the art will appreciate 

40 that beveling backstop 26 will not substantially impact its 
performance. Preferably, backstop 26 is formed from the 
same piece of metal, plastic or wood as blade 32. However, 
those skilled in the art will appreciate that it is also possible 
to weld, brase, rivet, bolt, nail or glue separate pieces of 

45 material to one another to form the blade 32 and backstop 26 
combination. 

FIGS, 8 and 9 show alternative designs for the backstop 
of the invention. In these designs, blade 32 remains trap- 
ezoidal. However, FIG. 8 shows a modified alternative 

50 backstop 40. The angled nature of the backstop facilitates 
spreading of the material to be graded. FIG. 9 shows 
modified backstop 42 that is concave. This design also 
facilitates spreading of the material being graded. FIGS. 8 
and 9 are included to illustrate that the backstop of the 

55 invention does not need to be flat. While grading a surface, 
some of the material being graded runs over the top of blade 
32. So long as the design of the backstop allows this material 
to fall over the sides of blade 32, the invention will perform 
sufficiently. 

60 Handle bar 36, sleeve 28 or base plate 30 are preferably 
attached to backstop 26 at the top. However, those skilled in 
the art will appreciate that it may also be attached at other 
places other than the top center of backstop 26. The top 
center placement of base unit 30 is ergonomically prefer- 

65 able. 

To actuate the tool of the present invention, a standing 
operator grasps handlebar 36 at its distal end. He then 
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performs a raking type action on handlebar 26 as blade 32 
lies parallel to the surface to be graded, pulling the tool 
toward him. Little effort is required and strain on the 
operator is minimal. This operation is repeated over the 
entire surface to be graded until the surface is level. 5 

Whereas, the present invention has been described in 
relation to the drawings attached hereto, it should be under- 
stood that other and further modifications, apart from those 
shown or suggested herein, may be made within the spirit 
and scope of this invention. 10 

What is claimed is: 

1. An ergonomic grading tool comprising: 
a handle comprising a base plate having a lop and a 
bottom and fixedly attached to a sleeve designed to 
accommodate a removably affixed handle rod; 15 
a substantially rectangular backstop having a top and a 
bottom, the top being fixedly attached to the bottom of 
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the base plate such that the backstop and the base plate 
form an approximately 135° angle and wherein the 
bottom of the backstop has a length; 
a substantially trapezoidal-shaped planar blade having 
two sides having equal lengths, a front having a length, 
and a back having a length greater than the length of the 
front and equal to the length of the bottom of the 
backstop; 

wherein the back of the blade is fixedly and rigidly 
attached to the bottom of the backstop such that the 
blade and the backstop form an approximately 90° 
angle and the blade and the baseplate of the handle 
form an approximately 45° angle. 

2. The tool of claim 1 wherein the backstop is planar. 

3. The tool of claim 1 wherein the backstop is concave. 

***** 



